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YKpacaxa Ha no-#o6pe 3ana3euaxa cxpana 
(BepoHTHo jiHueBaxa) npe/icxaBH nxHiia c 
pa3TBopeHH KpHJie b cbHexaHHe etc cuonna 
njiexeHHija (cthji Borre). Ha #pyraxa e 
npcacxaBeHa KOMno3HHH5i ot npenjiexeHH 
3MenoBe, hhhxo raaBH ca b npo(J)HJi (cxhji 
Jellinge). YicpacHxe Ha ABexe cxpaHH ca 
xapaKxepHH 3a #Be pa3JiHHHH rpynH b ^Baxa 
m>pBH cxHJia Ha KjiacH(|>HKai4HOHHaxa cxeMa Ha 
P. Paulsen — "repMaHCKH hxhto mothb" h 
"repMancKH HexnpHHor 3Bflp" . 

HeH3BecxHO MecxonaMHpaHe b CeBepo- 
H3X0HHa B^jirapHH. 

/JarapoBica: X — Hanajioxo Ha XI b. 

^acxHa KOJieKHHfl 



The decoration on the better preserved 
side (probably the concealment side) is an 
image of a bird with open wings woven with a 
complicated weave (Borre style). On the 
other side is placed a composition of 
interwoven dragons, with their heads in a side 
view (Jellinge style). The decorations on both 
sides are characteristic for the two different 
groups of the first two styles in P. Paulsen's 
classification, namely, 'German bird pattern' 
and 'German four legged beast'. 

Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: 10 th - early 11 th century 

Private collection 
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BMKHHTMTE HA 6AAKAHMTE 

B caMHa Kpan na VIII h b Ha^ajioxo Ha IX b. 
CKaH^HHaBCKHHT nonyocxpoB (Scandia — 
"npeKpaceH ocxpOB") Ha hjikojiko ntxH H3pHrBa 
BOHHCTBeHH eTHHHecKH rpynw, kohto c neji 
rpa6e>K, BoiiHa h TtproBHH ce cnycKaT noKpaii 
6peroBeTe Ha 3ana,ima h K>5KHa EBpona, a no- 
KtCHO H no H3TOHHHTe HaCTH Ha eBponencKHJi 
KOHTHHeHT. BH3aHXHHCKHXe H H3XOHHOCJiaBHH- 

CKHTe H3B0pH th Hapnnax "BapiirH" (Vaeringjar, 
Bdgayyoi, BapH3H), a noBenexo 3ana#HH H3Bopn 

— "HOpMaHH" (Normanni — "ceBepHH xopa") 



H"BHKHHrH M . 



Be3npHMepHH aBaHxiopHCXH, cmcjih Mopaun 

H H06e^OHOCHH BOHHH, Te CHJIHO nOBJIHHBaX, a B 

hhkoh cjiynaH KopeHHO npoMCHax CT>#6axa Ha 
uejiH Hapo^H, o6iiacTH h atpacaBH b cpejxHQ- 
BeKOBHa EBpona. 

Ha ntpeo MRcmo ceonma cbdda. OqbopMRm 
ce Hoeu d-bpoicaeu Kama JfanuR, HopeezuR, 
Ulee-uuR. 

I7pe3 IX— XII e. me npoMennm nojiumuuec- 
Kama zeozpa^un na ®pauuuR (HopMaudcKomo 
xeptjoecmeo), Ahzjiur (m.H. odjiacm na 
JfamcKomo npaeo) u lOofcna Hmcuiun (Cuuu- 
jiuucKomoKpajicmeo na nopManume). 

Cnoped pycKama nemonuc "Iloeecmb 
epejueHHbix Mem" e cpedama na ntpeama 
nojioeima na IX e. wiu mojiko no-Khcno eapmu 
Cb3daeam KueecKa PycuR u ynpaenRsam 
'Topnama PycuR" (Hoezopod). 

Cjied hhkojiko nodedoHocuu noxodu na 
KueecKume eapmo-pycKu KHR3e Ceemocnae (945- 
972) u nezoeuR cuh Bjiadujuup (980-1015), saeuea 
U3mep3auuRm om ei>mpeiuHu Mejfcdyoco6uuu 
XasapcKu Kazanam. 

Bcjiedcmeue na JfyuaecKume noxodu na khr3 
Ceemocnae npes 968-971 a. u uacmaHReanemo 
My e 6-bmapcKama cmouuua BenuKu Flpecjiae 
emaumuucKURm UMnepamop Moan LfuMucxu 
(969-976) opectHU3iipa npes 971 z. "oceodo- 
dummen" noxod, cued Koumo ce cnaza Kpau na 
llhpeomo 6-hJizapcKo ijapcmeo. 

BuKUHZume ca omKpueame/iu u kojiohu- 
3amopu na McnanduR u rpewiaHduR. BepoRmuo 
ca cm-btiujiu u e Ceeepna AjwepuKa. 

J\b& ca ocHOBHHxe m»THiua, no kohto 
CKaH^HHaBi^HTe AOCTHrax ^o EajiicaHHTe. 
E^mhjdtt, onepTan ot BapHrnxe-pycH, e xaica 
HapeneHHA "ITyxB H3 Bapar b rpeKH", cnoMeHax b 
"IIoBecTb BpeMeHHbix jiex". no 6ypHHTe bo^h na 
UHeiiiHOxo BanxHHCKO Mope h ceBepHHxe peKH 
xe cxHrajiH jxo p. flHentp h nocjie jxo *IepHo Mope. 
Tosh m>x e h HaH-KpaxKM. BxopHHx e no 
Cpe/nx3eMH0 Mope h e npoxapaH ox HopMaHnxe. 



THE VIKINGS ON THE BALKANS 

At the very end of 8 th e, and in the beginning of 
9 th c, A, D. on the Scandinavian Peninsula (Scandia 
— 'beautiful island') continuously erupts 
belligerent ethnical groups, which by means of 
pillage, war and trade spread around the costs of 
Western and Southern Europe, and later on, 
alongside the Eastern parts of the continent. 
Byzantine and East Slavonic sources call them 
'Varangians' (Vaeringjar, B&gayyoi, Bapa3H) and 
in most of the western sources they are known as 
'Normans' (Normanni — peoples from the North) 
and 'Vikings'. 

Being unmatched adventurers, brave seafarers 
and victorious raiders, their influence, in some 
cases, profoundly transform the destiny of whole 
nations, regions and countries of medieval 
Europe. 

Firstly their destiny new countries emerge 
like Denmark, Norway and Sweden. 

During the 9 th ~12' h c. the Vikings transform the 
political maps of France (the Ducedom of 
Normandy), Britain (the 'area of Danelaw' 
"danelagh ,r ) and in Southern Italy (Sicilian 
kingdom of the Normans). 

According to the Russian Primary Chronicle 
f PVL ' in the first half of the 9 th century, or perhaps 
a little later, the Vaerangjars establish the Kievan 
Rus and govern the Upper Rus — Novgorod. 

After several victorious invades of the 
Vaerangians-Russian grand princes of the Kievan 
Rus Sviatoslav (945-972) and his son Vladimir 
(980-1015), the long beleaguered by inner 
hostility Khazar Kaganat is brought to an end. 

As a result of the raids of the Varangian- 
Russian grand prince Sviatoslav in 968-971 and 
his enthronement in Bulgarian capital The Great 
Preslav, the Byzantine Emperor John I Tzimisces 
(969-976) directs the liberating marches' of 971 , 
which discontinue the First Bulgarian Kingdom. 

The Vikings have discovered and colonised 
Iceland, Greenland, and probably, they have also 
set foot in North America. 

There are two main routes by which the 
Vikings reach the Balkans. The first one, marked 
by the Varangian-Russians is the 'Varangian way 
to the Greeks', also mentioned in the Russian 
Primary Chronicle 'PVL'. Riding on the stormy 
waters of today's Baltic Sea (then The Varangian 
Sea) and the northern rivers, the Vikings reach the 
Dnepr river and, later on, the Black Sea. This is 
the shorter of the two ways. The second route is 
via the Mediterranean Sea. It was firstly traced by 
the Normans, 



n-LTHT Ha Bapanrre ot CeBepHa Espona npe3 

H3TOHHOeBpOneHCKHTe CTenH K1>M KoHCTaHTH- 

Honoji e onncaH no#po6HO ot BHsaHTHHCKHJi 
HMnepaTop KoHCTaHTHH VII EarpeHOpo^HH (913- 
959) b CBHHHeHHeTO My "3a ynpaBJieHHeTO Ha 
HMnepHsrra". B Hacrra 3a 3eMHTe Ha ror ot p. 
flyHas ce Ka3Ba: "ot CejiHHa Te He ce CTpaxyBar ot 
hhkoto, ho KaTO Bjuraar b EtJirapHH, CTHraT ao 
ycTHeTO Ha flyHas. Ot ,Hy HaB Te CTHraT flo 
KoHona, ot KoHona #o KoHCTaHurm, ro pexa 
BapHa h ot BapHa OTHBaT £0 peKa flHHHHa. 
Bchhko TOBa e 6tJirapcKa 3eMJi. Ot ^HHHHa Te 
AocTHraT flo npe^ejiHTe Ha MeceMBpwa h Taica 

flOTyK CBtpUIBa TMXHOTO TBtpAe MT>HHTeJlHO, 

onacHo, ntJiHo c npenaTCTBH^ tc^kko rraaBaHe". 
DoKpaii AHXHano, Co3onoji h Axtohoji Te 

AOCTHraT £0 BH3aHTHHCKa TepHTOpHH H HaH- 
HaKpaJI B KOHCTaHTHHOnOJI. 

Ot H3BopHTe 3HaeM 3a HeMajiKo hoxoah na 

BapHFHTe KbM CTOJlHHaTa Ha BM3aHTHHCKaTa 

HMnepHH npe3 roAHHHTe 838 (?), 842, 860, 907, 
911, 941, 943, 944, 969-971, 988, 1024, 1043. 
IIoxoAHTe ca npeAHMHo rtproBCKH hjih bochhh h 
no-pHAKo AHnjioMaTMHecKH. CnopeA H3BopHTe ca 
H3Bi>piiiBaHH c Kopa6HTe Ha BaparHTe, HapHHaHH 

OT BH3aHTHHHHTe "MOHOKCHJIH", T.C eAHOAptBKH. 

IloH^Kora noxoAHTe ki>m KoHcraHTHHonoji ca 
3aciirajiH h ApyrH o6itacTH Ha EajiKaHHTe. Taica 
HanpHMep cjiea nposajieHHa hoxoa na BapjDKKHfl 
KH5I3 Hrop (etc CKaHAHHascKO HMe HnrBap (912- 
945) npe3 943 n, HeroBHTe neneHe^cKH ct>k>3hh- 
ijh ca Bt3Me3AeHH KaTO mm e no3BOjreHo m 
Hana^HaT 3eMHTe na AHeuma ^o6pya»ca. 

BH3aHTHHCKHTe H3B0pH AOCTa o6lHHpHO 

0Tpa3HBaT ABaTa noxoAa (npe3 968 h 969-971 r.) 
Ha KHeBCKHH khh3 CfieTOCJiaB Ha lor ot p. Jlynm. 
Bchhko 3anoHHajio CJieA eAHa AHHJioMaTHHecica 
HHMUHaTHBa Ha BH3aHTHMCKHH HMnepaTop 
HHKO(f)op OoKa (963-969), uejiama Aa Haicapa 

BaparHTe (cnopeA BH3aHTHMCKMfl XpOHHCT JlbB 
/JflKOH "HapHHaHH B o6nKHOBeHHfl TOBOp "Poc") 

Aa HanaAHaT G^jirapHTe. npaTeHHKi.T na 
HMnepaTopa Harpum™ KanoKHp ckjiohhji khjb 
CBeTOCJiaB Aa Tpi>rHe klm flyHaBCKa EBJirapna h 
npe3 968 r. 6hji ocBiuecTBeH ntpBHHT hoxoa ■ 
BaparHTe-pycH npeMHHajiH p. flyHaB h ycnejin Aa 
pa36HKT H3npaTeHaTa cpemy hm 6r>jirapcKa 
BoficKa, ho CKOpo ce Hajio)KHjio Aa ce BtpHaT B 
CTOJiHuaTa ch Khcb, 3a Aa a 3amHT5rr ot 
neneHerHTe. Btophht hoxoa sanoHHaji npes 969 r. 
h 3a KpaTKO BpeMe CBeTOCJiaB noKopnji otjirap- 
ckoto qapCTBO KaTO ocTaBHJi b UpecnaB 
HOMHHajiHO ynpaBJi^BaiAHH nap EopHC, a toh ce 

yCTaHOBHJl B fljTbCTBp. 



The Varangian route, starting from Northern 
Europe going through the Eastern European 
steppes and finishing at Constantinople, is 
described in details in "On the Administration of 
the Empire" by Constantine VII Porphyrogenitos, 
the Byzantine Emperor of 913-959. In the part, 
concerning the territories south of the Danube 
river, we read the following: " . . .they again set out 
and come to the Selinas, to the so-called branch of 
the Danube river. . . But after the Selinas they fear 
nobody, but, entering the territory of Bulgaria, 
they come to the mouth of the Danube. From the 
Danube they precede to the Konopas, and... to 
Constantia, and. . . to the river of Varna, and from 
Varna they come to the river Ditzina, all of which 
are Bulgarian territory. From the Ditzina they 
reach the district of Mesembria, and there at last 
their voyage, fraught with such travail and terror, 
such difficulty and danger, is at an end". Passing 
by Anchialo, Apollonia, Agatopolis, the 
Varangians reach the Byzantine territories and 
last, but not least, Constantinople. 

From the sources we know about copious 
advances of the Vikings to the capital of the By- 
zantium. They take place in the years of 838 (?), 
842, 860, 907, 911, 941, 943, 944, 969-971, 988, 
1024, 1043. The feats are related with trading or 
war making, and rarely with diplomacy. 
According to the sources, the Varangians travel on 
their boats, named by the Byzantines 'mono- 
xylon'. 

Sometimes the Viking campaigns towards 
Constantinople infringe upon other Balkan 
territories. For instance, after the failed march of 
prince Igor (Ingvar, 912-945) in 943, his Peche- 
neg allies are remunerated by Bulgarian territories 
known today as Dobroudja. 

We find extensive description in Byzantine 
sources of two raids south of the Danube river, led 
by prince Sviatoslav in 968 and in 969-971. The 
events starts after a diplomatic mission of the 
Byzantine Emperor Nicephorus II, Phocas (963- 
969). According to the Byzantine chronicler Leo 
the Deacon, the Emperor had the objective to 
cause the Varangians, commonly known as 'Ross', 
to assault the Bulgarians. The messenger of the 
Emperor, the patrician Calocyros, persuaded 
prince Sviatoslav to advance towards the 
Bulgarian territories around the Danube river. 
Hence, in 968 the first raid was carried out. The 
Varangian-Russians passed by the Danube and 
destroyed the Bulgarian army .sent to fight them. 
However, they had to return quickly to Kiev, in 
order to protect their capital city from the 
Pechenegs. The second campaign began in 969. In 




Ilocjie^BajiHTe ct^hthh ca AOCTa TparnHHH 3a 

BtJirapCKOTO IjapCTBO. BH3aHTHHCKHHT HMne- 

paTop MoaH I Uhmhcxh (969-976) ycnflji 
nocjie^oBaTejiHO Aa npeBseMe llpecjiaB, Aa 
o6ca^H /Jp-bcrbp h cjieA pe/jnija 6htkh npHHyAiin 
CfieTOCJiaB h HeroBHTe bohhh Aa ce oxrerjiiiT. Ha 
Bpi>maHe ot EauicaHHTe BOHHCTBeHHjrr Cse- 
TocnaB sarHHaji b Gnrica cpemy neneHeniTe npn 
nparoBCTe Hap. flHentp. 

OcBeH noxoAHTe, HaH-3HaqHMO e npn- 
CbCTBHexo Ha Baparn H HOpMaHH KaTO HaeMHHHH 
bt>b BH3aHTHHCKaxa apMHfl. Cjica noKptCTBaHeTO 
Ha Pycwa b 988 r. KHjOtT-KptCTHxeJi Bjia^HMHp I 

H3Hpama B KoHCTaHTHHOnOJl T.H. M BapH^(KH 

Kopnyc", CbCTOflm, ce cnopeA hjikoh hstohhhhh 

OT OKOJIO UieCT XHJl^AH AyUIH. OTpfl^H HMCHHO OT 

tosh Kopnyc ynacTBaT bt>b BoeHHHTe ^eHCTBHH 

Ha BH3aHTHHCKHH HMnepaTOp BaCHJTHH II (976- 

1025) cpemy frbJirapcicmr qap CaMyHJi (976- 
1015). flponee, HaeMHHHecKaTa cny>K6a bi»b 

BH3aHTHHCKHH flBOp e 6HJia AOCTa npHMaMJIHBa. 

Ocbch BaparH, npe3 KneBCKa Pyc no wlth "h3 
BapHT b rpeKH", ot ceBepHHTe cTpaHH flaHHH, 
HopBenw, IIIbciimh b CTOJiHi^aTa KoHCTaH- 
THHonoji (b CKaH^HHaBCKHTe earn "MnKJiarap^" 
(rpaa Ha Mnxanji) ce cranaT h HOpMancKH 
apMCTOKpaTH h oGhkhobchh bohhhuh, KaKBO TH 
npiiBjiHHa tvk? Ot e^na CTpaHa, HaeMHHHHTe ca 
nojiynaBajiH bhcoko Bi>3Harpa)KAeHHe — okojio 30 
3JiaTHH MOHeTH "cojihah" (3a CpaBHCHHe MHHH- 

MaJIHHfl AOXOA OT e^HO CTpaTHOTCKO HMCHHe e 1 2 

cojiHAa) h HeorpaHH^eHH bi.3mo>khocth 3a 
o6oraTHBaHe npe3 ynacTBaHe b npeBpara h 
rpa6e)KH. Ot Apyra, KaTO HaeMHHUH Te ca 6h.th 
qacT ot HaH-6oraTaTa no OHOBa BpeMe A^pxaBa h 
ce HaMHpajiH b neHrtpa Ha cbctckhh h 

nOJTHTHHeCKHM 5KHBOT B HCHHaTa CTOJIHUa. 

HaH-H3BeCTHHHT CKaHAHHaBCKH HaCMHHK Ha 
BH3aHTHHCKa CJIY^cGa e BO^KA'bT Ha "BapJDKKHfl 

Kopnyc" npH BH3aHTHHCKMxe HMnepaTOpn ot 
1034/1036 ao 1043 r., no-MajiKwrr 6paT Ha 
HopBe^KKHa cBeTei; Kpan Onat}) (1016-1030), 
6-bAemHtfT HopBe^cKH Kpan (1047-1066) h 
ocHOBaxen na Ocjio XapaiiA XapApaAH CypOBmi 
(Bmcokwh), HapHnaH b JiHTepaTypaTa "nocjieA- 

HHflT OT KOHyHTHTe-BHKHHrH". HaHeJIO Ha OTpflA 

ot 500 bohhh HopBeiKKHHT npHHu; ce cpa:>KaBa 
cpemy apaGnre b Mana A3H5I h b K)>KHa MTajiHfl. 
YqacTBa b noTyuiaBaHeTO Ha 6-bJirapcKOTO 
BtcTaHHe Haneno c nertp /JejMH (1041 r.) h 
cnopeA cKaHAHHaBCKHTe earn e rjiaBHo 
AeiicTBamp Jinne b Te3H ct>6hthji, nopaAH kocto 
nojiynaBa nposBHineTO "OnycToniHTejiHT Ha 
6T>jirapHTe" ("Bolgara brennir"). OjiaHKaTa, c 
KOMTO ce 3aBp , biAa b pOAHHara ch, 6HJia mhofo 



a short period of time Sviatoslav conquered the 
Bulgarian kingdom, leaving the native king Boris 
(nominally) rule the country in the city of Preslav, 
and he himself drew back in Dorostorum. 

The following events are tragic. The Emperor 
John I Tzimisces (969-976) seizing Preslav, en- 
circled Dorostorum and after several attacks 
Sviatoslav and his warriors withdraw. On the way 
back from the Balkans the Varangian prince dies in 
a battle with the Pechenegs by the rapids of Dnepr. 

Besides the assaults, the most significant pre- 
sence of Varangian and Normans is their service 
as levied troops (a.k.a. Stratiots - mercenaries), to 
the Byzantine Emperor. After the Russian 
conversion to Christianity in 988, the prince- 
converter Vladimir I sends to Constantinople the 
'Varangian corps'. According to some sources, 
they consisted of about six thousand soldiers. 
Detachments from these army corps take part in 
the battles lead by the Emperor Basil II (976- 1 025) 
against the Bulgarian Tsar Samuil (976-1015). To 
be a mercenary in the Imperial palace was an 
appealing job. Besides the Varangians, not only 
common Vikings concourse to it but many 
aristocrats, too. They come from the northern 
lands of Denmark, Norway and Sweden on the 
'Varangian way to the Greeks' to the Byzantine 
capital Constantinople (in Scandinavian sagas 
"Miklagard" — the city of Michael). What can be 
so attractive for them here? On one hand, all the 
levied troops receive high wages around 30 gold 
coins 'solids' (a year-long earnings from a 
Stratiots' estate is about 12 solids) and endless 
opportunities to enrich oneself through taking 
parts in overthrows and pillages. On the other 
hand, as mercenaries of the Byzantium, the richest 
country of that period, they are positioned close to 
its capital, in the heart of the most exciting social 
and political life of their time. 

The most prominent levied soldier in 
Byzantium is the chieftain of the 'Varangian army 
corps' during the time of the Emperors of 1034- 
1036 to 1043, the younger brother of St. Olaf 
(1016-1030), the future king of Norway (1047- 
1066) and founder of Oslo, Harald Hardrade (the 
Ruthless), titled by his contemporaries 'the last of 
the Konung- Vikings'. Leading an army of 500 
warriors, this prince of Norway fights the Arabs 
in Asia Minor and Southern Italy. He takes part in 
stamping out the rebellion of the Bulgarians, lead 
by Peter Delyan in 1041. According to the 
Scandinavian sagas, he is taking a major part in 
these events, hence, receiving the title "Bolgara 
brennir" ('Devastator of the Bulgarians'). The 
spoil he takes back home is so enormous, that even 



rojiJiMa — TpyzjHO k B^nrajiH 1 2 3^paBH 
MJia^e^KH. 

IIocJie^HHJiT Baparo-pycKH noxoA k-bm 
KoHCTaHTHHonoji e npe3 1 043 r. OrjiaBjiBaHaxa ox 
khh3 Bjia^HMHp .HpocjiaBOBHH BOHCKa o6ane 
npextpmuia xojmm MOpcKH Heycnex. Maex ot 
BOHCKaTa, Hanejio c BoeBo^axa Bniuaxa ce 

Bptmajia no Cyma H BH3aHXHHCKHflX XpOHHCT 

HoaH CKHjiHua cnoMeHaBa, ie: "cpemy x»x no 
KpaH6pe>KHeT0 Ha Tana Hape^eHaxa BapHa 
h3jiji3t>ji BecrbT KaxaKauoH KeicaBMeH, kohto 6hji 
ynpaBHTen Ha rpaAOBexe h cejiHuxaxa Kpaii 
HcTtpa". BaparHxe-pycH 6hjih pa36HTH, a okojio 
800 flyuiH B3eTH b nueH h oxBe^eHH b 
KoHcxaHTHHonoJi . 

Cjie^ 70-xe toahhh Ha XI b. Baparo-pycKHxe 
flpy^KHHH b HMnepaTopCKaTa rBap^Ha ca 

H3MeCTeHH OT HOpMaHO-aHniHHCKHXe. BepOHTHO 
C Te3H HOBH CCBepHH npHHTBJlHH e CBtp3aH0 ejJHO 

MajiKo HssecTHO HBJieHHe no Bpeiviexo Ha 
HMnepaxop Ajickchh I Komhhh (1081-1118) — 
nocenBaHexo Ha HopMann b CesepHa flo6pya^ca b 
Kpan Ha XI b. Te HapeKHH xa3H 3eM« "Hosa 
Ahxjihh", ho abho He ca ce 3a,zrbp5KajiH jxhiiro xyic. 
IlocJieAHHxe ^aHHH 3a npwcbcxBue na no- 

KtCHH CJieflOBHHHH Ha CKaHflHHaBCKH BOHHH Ha 

BajiKaHHxe ca CBtpsaHH c HamecxBHHxa b 
3ana,nHaxa nojioBHHa Ha nojiyocxpoBa na 
HxajiHaHCKHxe HOpMaHH, BO^enH ox Po6ep Fio- 
HCKap h EoeMyH^ TapeHXCKH b Kpaa Ha XI-XII b. 

H C HpeMHHaBaHexO Ha KpBCXOHOCHHXe BOHCKH Ha 

ni>x3aEpycajiHM. 



IlHClVieHHTe H3BOpH 3a IIpHCl»CTBHeTG Ha 

BHKHHrHxe na EaiiKamrre ca XBT>p^e 
01 pan if Menu h ca komcii xiipami HeBe^HtJK. He 
xaKa ctoh BT,npoci*T c apxeojiorHHecKHTe 
.laHHM. ^ocKopo CHiypHHTe apxeojiorHHecKH 
cBiuexe.iCTBa 3a iipiici>ciBiic Ha BapnrH 11 
HopMami Ha BajiKaHHTe (mxa eflBa TpH- 
nexHpH, Koexo 40 rojiHMa CTeneH He 
ctOTBeTCXBauie Ha mhctoxo h pojiHTa mm b 
HCxopHflxa Ha rani nacT ox cpe iHOBCKOBna 
Espona. Ha^HsaM ce, ne c npe/jcxaBeHHxe no- 
^ojiy Haxo^KH, npeooVia/ia samara nacx ox 

KOHTO HMHT CHl'VpCH C Ka 11,1 II H a BCKH H 

ceBepHoeeponeiiCKH npoH3xoa, xa3H npa mora 
e 3an b. meiia. 



a dozen of strong young men find it heavy. 

The last Varangian campaign against 
Constantinople is in 1043. The army lead by 
Vladimir Yaroslavovich suffers a bitter seaside 
defeat. Part of the corps, lead by the chieftain 
Vishata is coming back, as the Byzantine 
chronicler John Skylitzes writes. 'Against them on 
the coast of so-called Varna came out the 
vestiarius Kathakhalon Kekaumenos, the 
governor of the cities and the villages by the river 
of Istrum'. The Varangians are defeated and about 
800 of them are taken into captivity in 
Constantinople. 

After the 1070 s the Varangian-Russian 
battalions in the Imperial army are replaced by 
Norman-English troops (The British Axe- 
bearers'). Probably these newcomers from the 
North are the reason for another not well known 
episode during the time of Alexios I Komnenos 
(1081-11 18). In the end of 11 th century there has 
been one Norman settlement in Northern 
Dobroudja. The Varangians called this land "New 
England". Apparently their stay was not 
prolonged. 

The last proves of Scandinavian presence on 
the Balkans are linked with the Italian-Norman 
assaults lead by Robert Guiscard and Bohemund I 
von Tarent during the late 11 th and early 12 th c. 
when the Crusaders are on their march to 
Jerusalem. 



The written sources about the Vikings 1 
presence on the Balkans are quite scanty and 
already exhaustively referred to. However, this 
is not true for the archaeological findings. Until 
recently, there were only tree or four reliable 
archaeological evidences for Varangian and 
Norman presence, which did not match their 
actual place and significance in the history of 
this part of Medieval Europe. However, I 
certainly hope that with the latst findings 
presented below (most of which certainly from 
Scandinavian and North European origins) 
this gap will be justifiably filled. 





MEHOBE «©» SWORDS 







Tnn "K" no KJiacH<J)HKaijHJiTa Ha J. 
Petersen. 

Ot Kpenocrra j\o c. Onaica, TbproBHinKo. 

flaTHposKa: Kpaa Ha X — ntpeaTa 
noJXOBHHaHaXlB. 

McTopHHecKH My3en — /Jo6pHH (Ilapy- 
meBl999) 



Type f K', according to J. Petersen's 
classification. 

From the fortress near the village of 
Opaka, Targovishte region. 

Date: late 10 lh — first half 11 th century. 

Dobrich Museum of History (IlapyuieB 
1999) 



Tnn "Z" no KjiacH(])MKairHflTa Ha J. Petersen. 

Ot 3eMJiHiii,eT0 Ha c. Fpa/jemHHiia, 
ppanaHCKO. 

flaTnpoBKa: BTopaTa nojiOBHHa na X — 
r cpe^aTanaXlB. 

HcTopnHecKH My3eH — Bpana 



Type 'Z', according to J. Petersen's jjj* 
classification. 

From the land of the village of Gradeshnitsa, 
Vratsa region. 

Date: second half 10 th — mid 11 th century. 

Vratsa Museum of History 





MEHOBE «o» SWORDS 




TanoBe "E/W", "X", "V"no Knacn- 
4)HKattHHTa Ha J. Petersen. 

Ot KpenocTTa Ha AyeaBCKHH octpob 
n^Kyiiyji Jiyii Coape. 

^axHpoBKa: BTopaTa nojiOBuna Ma 
X — HanajiOTO Ha XI b. 

ApxeojiorHHecKH Mysen — KoHCTaHua 
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Types ? E/W\ 'X', V, according to J. Pe- 
tersen. 

From the fortress on the Danube island of 
Pacuiul lui Soare 

Data: second half 10 th — early 11 th century. 

Konstanca Museum of Archaeology 
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MEH H flETAHJIH «0» SWORD AND DETAILS 





HaKpaHHHK Ha pi>KOXBaTKa — ran "A" no 
Kjiacn^HKauHHTa Ha E, Oakeshott. 

Ot BejiHKH IIpecjTaB. 

flarapOBKa: XI — m>pBaxa nonoBHHa Ha 
XII B. 

ApxeoJiorHHecKH My3efi — IIpecjiaB 
(Bhtjmhob 1993) 



Pommel — type 'A, according to E. Oake- 
shott. 

From the Veliki Preslav. 

Data: 11 th -first half 12 th century. 

Preslav Museum of Archaeology 
(Bhtjihhob 1993) 



HaKpaHHHK Ha ptKoxBaTKa — ran 
"S"noKjiacH(f)HKaiiH5iTa Ha J.Petersen. 

Ot Kpenocira Ha /ryHascKHJi ocxpoB 
DtKyHyji jiyfi Coape (Popa 1 984). 

/larapoBKa: X — HananoTO Ha XI b. 



Pommel — type 'S', according to J, Pe- 
tersen. 

From the fortress on the Danube 
island of Pacuiul lui Soare (Popa 1984). 

Data: 1 th - early 1 1 * century 



HensBecTHo MecTonaMnpaHe b 
CeBepoHSTOTHa EfcJirapHs. 

IflaTHpoBKa: Kpaa Ha X — 
HanajioTo Ha XII b. 

ApxeojiorHHecKH My3en — BapHa 



Unidentified finding whereabouts 
fin Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: end of 10 th -early 12 th 
century. 

Varna Museum of Archaeology 




MEH «o» SWORD 




THn "X-A" ("MCHOBe ot BpeMeTO 

Ha BHKHHrHTe") nO KJiaCH(})HKa- 

UH^Ta Ha E. Oakeshott; thh III (?) 
hjih "V" no A. KnpnHHHHKOB; Tnn 
"XV"noA.Ruttkay. 

^arapoBKa: cpe^aTa na XI — 
HanajiOTOHaXIlB. 

Ot c. roBOK^a, MoHTaHCKo. 
HcTopHHecKH My3en — MonxaHa 
(rii>pBaHOB2002) 



Type 'X-A' ('swords from the 
Viking Age'), according to E. 
Oalteshott; type 'III' (?) or rather V, 
according to A. Kirpichnikov; type 
'XV, according to A. Ruttkay. 

From the village of Govezhda, 
Montana region. 

Date: mid 1 1 th — early 1 2 th century. 

Montana Museum of History 
(II%pBaHOB2002) 




HAKPAHHHK HA H03KHHHA HA MEH «0» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 








Ha flBexe cxpaHH e npe/jCTaBeHO chjiho 
CTHJiH3HpaH0 H3o6pa)*ceHHe Ha nTHua, C 
H3KRK}Heune Ha onaHiKara ochobumtq 
nepTH ca KaTO ennpanoBH^HH h npenjiH- 
Taiini ce jieHTH. OxHacn ce kt>m TaKa 
Hape^HHTe "hhcth THnoBe" b crana "rep- 
MaHCKH hth^h mothb" no P. Paulsen. 

Ot Kpenocrra ro 3aBeT, Pa3rpa/jcKO. 

^aTHpoBKa: X — Ha^ajiOTo Ha XI b. 

ApxeoJiorHnecKH My3eH — BapHa 



The two opposite sides represent a 
stylized image of a bird. Except for the tail, 
the main contours are spiral bands and 
intertwining ellipses. This image can be 
classified to the "clean pattern type" in the 
stile "German Bird Patterns" according to 
P. Paulsen. 

From the fortress of Zavet, Razgrad 
region. 

Date : 1 ,h - early 1 1 th century. 

Varna Museum of Archaeology 
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HAKPAHHHK HA HO)KHHHA HA MEH «0» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 





HsjitCKaHaTa noBtpxHocT Ha ABeTe 

CTpaHH He H03BOJlHBa KaTerOpHHHOTO CTHJIOBO 

onpe^ejiHHe Ha HaicpaHHHKa. JJeicopaTHBHHTe 

OTBOpH H e^Ba £OJIOBHMHTe H3BHBKH Ha 

npemiHTaiHHTe ce jihhhh HacoHBaT kbm 
oxapaKTepH3HpaHHxe ot P. Paulsen cKaHAH- 
naBCKH HaKpaHHHqn ot ntpBara rpyna na 
CTHjra "repMancKM neTHpHHor 3B^p". 

Ot KpenocTTa #o e. MnjiaAHHOBiiH, 
Pa3rpaACK0. 

/JarapoBica: X — HanajioTo Ha XI b. 

HaeTHa KoneKUHfl 




t 




The shiny surface on the concealment 
does not allow a categorical style description 
of this scabbard chape. The decorative 
cavities on both sides and barely visible 
waves of interwoven lines lead us to link it to 
the described by P. Paulsen Scandinavian 
scabbard chapes from the first group, in the 
style of 'German fourlegged beast'. 

From the fortress of Miladinovtsi, 
Razgrad region. 

Date: 1 th — early 1 1 th century. 

Private collection 



Sfl^r 







HAKPAHHHK HA HOHOfflEA HA MEH «0» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 








^Bexe cTpaHH ca yicpaeeHH c 
npenjiHTamH ce CTHJiH3HpaHH nanMeTH, 
no pi>6oBeTe Ha hjikoh ot kohto jihhh 
noKpHTHe etc 3iiaTo. OTHaoi ce kt>m 
BTopa rpyna Ha HaKpaifflHUHTe b CTHJia 
"repMaHCKH qerapHHor 3B^p" no 
KJiacH^HKattHHTaHaP. Paulsen. 

OxpaiioHa Ha IlaBjrHKeHH. 

flaTHpoBKa: Kpaa Ha X — Ha^anoTO 
HaXlB. 

ApxeojiorHHeCKH My3en — BapHa 



Both sides are decorated with 
interwoven pointed palm leaves, on the 
edges of which gold is noticeable. It can 
be categorised to the second group 
of scabbard chaps in the style of 
'German four legged beast' according 
to P. Paulsen. 

From the region of Pavlikeni. 

Date: 10 th - early 1 1 th century. 

Varna Museum of Archaeology 









HAKPAHHHKHAHOJKHHDAHAMEH «D» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 




Ot KpenocTTa CxaHa jxo Hobh 
rta3ap. 

^aTHpoBKa: X b. 

My3en npn apxeojiorHHecica 6a3a 
IIjiHCKa (reoprneB 1986) 



From the fortress of Stana, Novi 
Pazar region. 
♦ Date: 10 th century. 

Museum of Archaeological Center 
of Pliska (FeoprneB 1986) 



H3o6pa>KeHHflTa Ha xumeBHTe cTpaHHim h Ha ^Bara HaKpaMHHKa ca cbneTaHne Ha 
CKan/jHHaBCKHTe xy^o^cecTBeHH cthjiobc Borre h Jellinge. He^oGpaxa hm sanaseHOCT, 
oco6eHO Ha HaicpaHHHKa ot CraHa, He no3BOJDiBa 6e3pe3epBHO #a ce npneivie, Me ca ot e^na h 
ctuja npoH3BOACTBeHa cepHH, ho npHHHCJMBaHeTO hm iclm e^na h cbiua rpyna h cthji e 

HeCtMHCHO — 'VepMaHCKH HeTHpHHOr 3B^p' f B ">KHBOTHHCKH51 CTHJI Ha paHOHa Ha EaJITHHCKO 

Mope" no P. Paulsen. 




HAKPAHHHK HA HOHOHHHA HA MEH «0» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 





HeH3BecTHO MecTOHaMnpaHe 
CeBepoHSTOMHa EMrapna. 
/^aTHpoBKaiXs. 
ApxeojiorHnecKH My3eii — BapHa 



B 



Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 
Date: 10 th century. 
Varna Museum of Archaeology 



The images on the front two sides, as well as those on both chapes are mixtures of two 
Scandinavian styles ('Borre' and 'Jellinge'). The fact of their not very good preservation, 
especially that of the chape from Stana, does not allow us to accept unconditionally that they 
all belonged to the same production set. However, the assertion that all of them belong to the 
same group and style is certain it is the 'German fourlegged beast' in 'Animal style from the 
Baltic Sea region', according to P. Paulsen's classification. 




HAKPAHHHK HA HOXCHHHA HA MEH «0» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 
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CTHJI 
H3T<mA IIAJIMETA 



STYLE 
'EAST PALMETE 




C xapaKTepHaxa 3a xa3H rpyna (J)opMa h 
yicpaca, ho ea ^seTe CTpaHH HMa pene(})Ho 
H3o6pa5KeHHe Ha cokoji (open). Ctmjim- 
3HpaHH H3o6pa^ceHH5i na cokoji ce cpemar 

Ha HaS-paHHHTe CKaHJIHHaBCKH naK- 
paHHHHH Ha H02CHHHH, a Ha nO-KbCHH rpyHH 
HaKpaHHHUH H ^pyFH IiaMeTHHHH (MOHeTH) 

HMa KaKTO cTHJiH3HpaHH, Taxa h pea- 

JIHCTHHHH H306pa5KeHH)L 

HeH3BecTH0 MecTOHaMHpane b 
CesepoH3TOHHa EtJirapHH. 

^aTHpoBKa: X — cpe^axa Ha XI b. 

HcTopHHecKH My3eH — IHyMeH 
(floHHeBa2002) 




It has the characteristic for this group 
shape and decoration. However, on the tw 
lamellae there is a relief image of an falcon 
(eagle). Artistic imagery of falcons are to be 
found in the earliest Scandinavian scabbard 
chapes. On groups of chapes from a later date 
and on other findings, like coins, there are 
both artistic and realistic images. 

Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: 1 th — mid 1 1 th century. 

Shoumen Museum of History (JJoH^eBa 
2002) 
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MEJOIAJIBOH «0» MEDALLION 




BpoH30B Me^ajibOH c H3o6pa)KeHHe Ha 
cokoji (open). 

Ot KpenocTTa Ha JlyHaBCKHfl octpob 
TTLKyHyji jryii Coape (Diaconu 1 977). 

,ZJaTHpoBKa: X b. 



Uppland, llleeiiun —pucyHKa 

6tpxy KOMhK 

Uppland, Sweden — design on 
stone 



'V:.-A. ; 






Bronze medalion with decoration of falkon 
(eagle). 

From the n the Danube island of 

Pacuiullu 

Data 



r\ 



HAKPAHHHK HA HOMHHUA HA MEH «D» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 




Hen3BecTHO MecTOHaMHpaHe b CeBepo- 
mTcwna, B^JirapHH. 

flarnpoBKa: icpaa na X — cpe^aTa Ha XI b. 
HacTHaKOJieKitH^ 



Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: end of 10 th — mid 11 th century. 
Private collection 
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HAKPAHHHK HA H05KHHHA HA MEH «0» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 







CTHJI 
H3T0HHA nAJIMETA" 

STYLE 
"EAST PALMETE" 




Ot cpe^HOBeKOBHHa nuacT Ha 
aHTH^HMH h K-bCHoaHTHHCH rpa# Colonia 
Ulpia Oescesium j\o c. FHreH, HjieBeHCKo. 

flaTHpOBKa: X — cpe^aTa Ha XI b. 

HcTopHHecKH Mysen — FtjieBeH 
(AcnapyxoB 1993) 



From the Medieval layer of the Ancient 

and late Ancient city of Colonia Upia 
Oescesium, near the village of Gigen, 
Pleven region. 

Date: 10 th - mid 1 1 th century 

Pleven Museum of History (Acna- 
pyxoBl993) 





HAKPAHHHK HA HOXCHHUA HA MEH «0» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 



J 





GTHJI 
H3T0HHA nAJIMETA" 

STYLE 
"EAST PALMETE" 



/jBexe CTpaHH ca 6e3 yicpaca. ^Be 

HaKJIOHeHH KtCH JIHHHH C TOHKH Ca 

Bp«3aHH Btpxy HMHTHpama BTyjIKa 
njiacTHHa, o6xBamama Btpxa. 

Ot Kpenocrra #o c. MjuiaAHHOBirn, 
Pa3rpa#CKO. 

^aTHpoBKa: X — cpe/jaTa na XI b. 

ApxeojiorHHecKH My3en — BapHa 



The two sides have no decoration. 
Two slanting short dotted lines are 
incised on the inserted lamella 
enveloping the tip. 

From the fortress of Miladinovtsi, 
Razgrad region. 

Date: 10 th —mid 11 th century. 

Varna Museum of Archaeology 




HAKPAHHHK HA HOXHHHA HA MEH «U» SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 




CTHJI 
HSTOHHA IIAJIMETA 

STYLE 
"EAST PALMETE" 




HeH3BCCTHO MeCTOHaMHpaHe B 

CeBepoH3TOHna Etjirapufl. 

/JarapoBKa: X — cpe/jara Ha XI b. 
ApxeojiorH^ecKH My3eft — BapHa 



Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: 10 th — mid 1 i th century. 
Varna Museum of Archaeology 
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HAKPAHHHHH HA HO)KHHHH HA MEHOBE 

«o» 

SWORDS SCABBARDS CHAPS 



KOnHE «C» SPEAR 








IIoAo6eH Ha HaKpaHHHHHTe onpe- 
^eji^HH ot P. Paulsen KaTo "hhckh", 

HeH3BecTHO MecTOHaMHpaHe 
CeBepOH3TOHHa EtnrapHK. 

flaTHpoBKa: icpaa Ha X — XI b. 

ApxeonorHHecKH My3eii — BapHa 



Similar to the chaps described k>y 
P. Paulsen as 'low'. 

Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: late 1 th — 11 th century. 

Varna Museum of Archaeology 




Ot paHOHa Ha CeBepnara KpenocTHa 
CTeHa Ha BtTpeuiHH^ rpa# Ha BejiHKH 
IIpecjiaB. 

^aTHpoBKa: XII — XIII b. 

HCTOpHHeCKH My3eH "BeJIHKH 

npecjiaB M (raTeBl985) 
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Thh"M" no J. Petersen. 
HeH3BecTHO MecTOHaMHpaHe b 
CeBepOH3TOHHa EtnrapHJi. 

/JarapoBica: KpaM Ha X ~ XI b. 
HacTHa KOJieKHHH 



Type 'M', according to J. Petersen. 
Unidentified rinding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: end of 1 th — 1 1 th century. 
Private collection 



From the area of North bulwark of the 
Inner city of Veliki Preslav. 

Date: late 1 th — 1 1 th century. 

Historical Museum "Veliki Preslav" 
(rareBl985) 



TPEBEH H HinOPA «o>» COMB AND SPUR 




Tpe6eH (koct h 6poH3). 

Ot cpeAHOBCKOBHOTO cejinuie Ha^ 
Kpenocrra /iMHoreuHa (Stefan et col. 1 967). 

/JaTupoBKa: Kpaa Ha X — ni>pBaTa 
nojioBHHaHaXlB. 



Comb (bone and bronze). 
From the mediaeval settlement of the 
fortress Dinogetia (Stefan et col. 1967). 
Data: late 1 th — early 1 1 th century 




Illnopa — 6poH3. Tnn "MaKOBHyrHa". 
HeH3BecTH0 MecTOHaMHpaHe b CeBepo- 
H3TOHHa BiiJirapHH. 

^aTHpoBKa: icpan na X — XI b. 
ApxeoJiornnecKH My3eH — BapHa 



Spur — 'Poppy flower' type. 
Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date; late 1 th — 1 1 th century. 
Varna Museum of Archaeology 





JIl>B"bT OT IIHPEfl, nbPUHfl «0» THE PIHEA LION, GREECE 




Ha e^naTa CTpaHa na aHTHHHa MpaMopna 
CKyjmxypa Ha jii>b e/jHH bhkhhtckh bohh e Bpa3aji 
pyHMHecKH Havana 

/JaTHpoBKa: XI b. 

MecTOHaxo)KAeHHe — Beneum 



On the one side of an Ancient marmor sculp- 
ture of a lion a Viking soldier has incised a runic 
inscription. 

Date: XI century. 

Location — Venice 




CKAHHHHABCKA CATA 
SCANDINAVIAN SAGA 



HAKPAHHHK HA HOJKHHHA HA MEH 
SWORD SCABBARD CHAPE 



"Hyx a3, ne cHJiHaTa 6ypn 

Kpana Bp'bXJieTfl npH Xayr, 

ho onycTouiHTejiHT Ha 

6i»JirapHTe (Bolgara brennir) 

noMorHaji Ha 6par ch MHoro. 

KaTO CHen ot maBaTa ch nuieMa, 

Ha neTHa^eceT to^hhh ot 

po^KAeHHeTo CH 

toh ce pas^eitHJi c yMpejiHfl 

Oiiacfr" 
Tho^ojkJ) ApHopcoH (1065 r.) 



"Hvasst fra eg Haugi hid naesta 

hlifel a gram drifa, 

en Bolgara brennir 

brasdr sinum vel taedi. 

Skildist hann og huldi 

hjalmsetr, gamall vetra 

tyggi tolf og t>riggja, 

trau5r vid Olaf daudan" 



I heard tag a strong storm 

Hit the King by Haug, 

But the devastator of the 

Bulgarians (Bolgara brenir) 

Helped his brother a lot. 

Taking off the helmet of his head, 

At he fifteenth year of his birth, 

He parted from the dead Olaf. 

Tiodolf Arnorson (1065) 




HensBecTHO MecTOHaMHpaHe b 
CeBepoH3TOHHa Ei>nrapH£. 

/JarapoBKa: Kpaa na X — cpe^ara Ha XI b. 
HacxHa KOJieKUHH 



Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: end of 10 th - mid 1 1 th century. 
Private collection 









BOHHA BPAflBA «0» BATTLEAXE 




JJpeTe cTpaHH Ha ocTpneTO ca HHKpycrapaHH 

C Me/JHH H Cpe6l>pHH HHHIKH, 0<j)OpMflmH 
HJIKOJIKO paMKHpaHH KOMn03HHHH C pa3JlHHHH 

CK)5KeTH. Ha e^HaTa CTpaHa ca H3o6pa3eHH ^Be 

3MHH, HeTHpHKpaKO 5KHBOTHO (?) H ApyrO e/JHO 
2CHB0TH0 C H3BHTO T5U10 H 3MHHCKa TJiaBa C 

OTBopeHa nacT (^paicon), a Ha /jpyraxa - "S"- 
obh^hh cnnpajiH h HOBeuiKa <j)Hrypa b hhji ptCT 
cbc cnycHara Kpaii thjioto ptne. 

OTKpHTa cnynaHHo b 3eMjnimeTo Ha 
c. Bi>p3HHa, BpanaHCKO. 

^aTHpoBKa: X — HanajiOTO Ha XI b. 

HcTopHHecKH My3en — Bpaua (HBaHOB 1 994) 



The two sides of the blade are embossed in 
cooper and silver threads, create several framed 
compositions with various plots. On the first side 
there are two snakes, a four-legged animal (?) 
and another animal with a curved shaped body 
and a snakehead with a wide-open maw (a 
dragon). On the second side there are 'S' shaped 
spirals and a full height human figure with both 
arms let down next to the torso. 

Found accidentally in the land of Barzina, 
Vratsa region. 

Date: 10 th - early 1 1 th century 

Vratsa Museum of History (HBanoB 1994) 






BOHHA BPAflBA* «0» BATTLEAXE 




YKpaceea e no^TH no HMJiaTa cm 
noBtpxHOCT c HHKpycTHpaHH cpe6i>pHH 

HHIUKH. Te 0(f)OpMST HJIKOJIKO eflHaKBH H Ha 

^BeTe CTpaHH paMKHpann komhosmuhh: Ha 
ocrpHero CBiip3aHH Kp-broBe, 3aTBapnmH 

CTHJIH3HpaHO H306pa3K6HHe — ^BOHKa nTHIJH C 

npH6jin3iceHH e/iHa klm zrpyra rjiaBH (?), Ha 
"yuiHTe" ^BOHKa >khbothhckh rnaBH, Ha 

nHpaMH^ajlHMa THJI — Kpl>CT. 

KpenocTTa ao c. CxaHa, HoBonasapcico. 
flaTHpoBKa: Kpaa Ha X — HanajiOTO Ha XI b. 
HcTopH^ecKH My3eii — Ulyffi&f^ 



uli 
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Its surface is almost entirely decorated in 
embossed silver wire, forming on both sides 
several identical framed compositions. On the 
edge: linked circles, inclosing a stylised image 
of two birds with their heads (?) close to each 
other; on the 'ears' a couple of animal heads; 
on the pyramidal back a cross. 

Found near the fortress of the village of 
Stana,Novi Pazar region. 

Date: late 1 th — early 1 1 th century. 
j^ Shoumen Museum of History 












i \ 



/I 



| i ■: 1 : 

I 

..■■■■ 



I hi 












k 



H 






■ 






^ % ^ 'h % -^ % % % ^ '. ^ ' - ■ / *-,*:; \ 



v^w-^^ 




HAKPAHHHHH HA HOHCHHHH HA ME^IOBE «0» SWORDS SCABBARDS CHAPES 




Ot Ma^apa (Feher 193 1). 

^aTHpoBKa: Kpa# ea X — cpe^aTa Ha XI b. 



From Madara, Shoumen region (Feher 1931). 
Date: end of 10 th — mid 11 th century 




GTHJI 
H3T0^HAnAJIMETA' 

STYLE 
"EAST PALMETE" 



Ot panona Ha HupnaH (Feher 1 93 1 ). 
^aTnpoBKa: Kpan Ha X — cpe^aTa Ha XI b. 



From Chirpan area, Stara Zagora region (Feher 1931) 
Date: end of 1 th - mid 1 1 th century 





BPAflBHHKH AMHJIETH «C» SMALL AXE AMULETS 




TlpOH3X03KAaT OT CHJIHCTpa, IlBKyHyJl JiyPi 

Coapen ot LLIyMeHCKo(Atanasovl994) 
^axHpoBKa: Kpan Ha X — XI b. 




Found in Silistra, Pacuiul lui Soare, and 
Shoumen region (Atanasov 1 994) 
Date: late 10 th - 1 1 th century 




HAKPAHHHK 3A PEMTbK «0» BELT TEBMINAL 




IIoHTH UHJiHH^pHqeo icajrbtjree, c^CTOflinp 
ce ot ABe cjieneHH hsbhth 6poH30BH miacTHHH. 

HeH3BecTH0 MecTOHaMHpaHe b CeBe- 
poH3TOHHa BtJirapna. 

flaTupoBKa: Kpaa eaX — XI b. 

ApxeonorHHecKH Myseu — BapHa 



Almost cylindrical small sheathing, 
composed by two attached bronze plates. 

Unidentified finding whereabouts in 
Northeast Bulgaria. 

Date: late 10 th — 11 th century. 

Varna Museum of Archaeology 
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BOHHHK OT BapJI5KKH5I HMIiepaTOpCKH 

Kopnyc BtB BHsaHTHH (M03amca, XI b.) 



Soldier from the Emperor 'Varangian corps' 
in Byzance (mosaic, 1 1 th century) 
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